
FRENCH LANGUAGE 
COURSES

FRENCH 111-1
ELEMENTARY FRENCH

Sec. 20  MTWTh 9-9:50A
Sec. 21 MTWTh 10-10:50A
Sec. 22 MTWTh 11-11:50A
Sec. 23 MTWTh 12-12:50P
Sec. 24 MTWTh 2-2:50P
Sec. 25 MTWTh 3-3:50P

FRENCH 115-1
INTENSIVE ELEMENTARY 

FRENCH

Sec. 20  MTWTh 10-10:50A
Sec. 21 MTWTh 11-11:50A

FRENCH 121-1
INTERMEDIATE FRENCH

Sec. 20  MTWTh 9-9:50A
Sec. 21 MTWTh 10-10:50A
Sec. 22 MTWTh 11-11:50A
Sec. 23 MTWTh 12-12:50P
Sec. 24 MTWTh 2-2:50P
Sec. 25 MTWTh 3-3:50P

FRENCH 125-2
INTENSIVE INTERMEDIATE 
FRENCH (2ND SESSION)

Sec. 20  MTWTh 9-9:50A
Sec. 21 MTWTh 10-10:50A
Sec. 22 MTWTh 1-1:50P
Sec. 23 MTWTh 2-2:50P
Sec. 24 MTWTh 3-3:50P
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Prerequisites: French 121-3 or department placement.

FRENCH 201
INTRODUCTION TO 

FRENCH STUDIES

French 201-0 is a one-quarter introductory third-year course, offered only in the 
fall. This course is designed to develop the students’ mastery of French by giving 
them the opportunity to practice the language in a variety of cultural contexts 
while deepening and expanding their insights into contemporary French 
culture. French 201-0 will introduce students to a sampling of social and 
cultural topics central to an understanding of France and French-speaking 
peoples. Classes meet three times a week and are conducted in French. Students 
are expected to attend class regularly and prepare outside of class. A grade of C- 
or above in French 201-0 fulfills the WCAS foreign language requirement.

PROFESSOR SCARAMPI
PROFESSOR DEMPSTER
PROFESSOR PENT

MWF 12-12:50PM
MWF  1-1:50PM
MWF  2-2:50PM
MWF  3-3:50PM
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Prerequisites: French 201, 121-3 or department placement. 

FRENCH 202
WRITING WORKSHOP

This course is designed to develop and improve writing skills through 
a variety of classroom activities: discussion, writing, editing. Students 
will learn how to write a college-level analytical paper. Selected 
grammar points will be discussed in class, and course content will be 
provided by a novel and two films. Homework will include short 
writing exercises and compositions as well as the preparation of 
grammar exercises related to the writing objectives. This course 
serves as prerequisite for most other 200 and 300-level 
French classes.

PROFESSOR SCARAMPI
PROFESSOR REY

MWF 11-11:50AM
MWF 3-3:50PM
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FRENCH 203
ORAL WORKSHOP

This course is designed to build fluency in speaking and 
understanding French. Classes will concentrate on increasing 
listening comprehension through viewing of videos and films, 
building vocabulary and idiom use, and enhancing oral 
communication skills. One group project based on a play.

Prerequisites: French 201, 121-3 or department placement. 

PROFESSOR PENT MWF 1-1:50PM
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FRENCH 210
LITERARY ORIENTALISMS: FROM 

MARCO POLO TO THE PRESENT

French 210, Reading Literatures in French, is an introduction the diverse body of literature 
written in French. Reading poetry, prose, and theater, students will explore how various 
literatures use the “Orient” as a setting for memory and fantasy, a scene for plays and 
novels, and inspiration for poetry and prose alike. The theme for Fall 2017 is thus 
Orientalisms, and we will explore how medieval and modern authors use the Orient to 
imagine and define the world and ourselves. As Edward Said wrote in 1978, “the Orient has 
helped to define Europe (or the West) as its contrasting image, idea, personality, experience.” 
From Marco Polo’s 13th-century travelogue to Mathias Énard’s 2010 novel Parle-leur de 
batailles, de rois et d’éléphants, writers of French have been composing poetry, prose, and 
theater that imagines the Orient in diverse and often contradictory ways. This class 
encourages students to explore form, to look at the politics and poetics of language, and to 
discuss literature with peers. Conducted entirely in French, the course is designed to increase 
students’ ability to speak, read, and write in French, and improve their aural comprehension.

Prerequisites: French 202, AP score of 5 or consent of instructor. 

PROFESSOR DEROSIER TTh 11:00-12:20PM
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An introduction to French culture through study and analysis of major themes, 
issues and debates that characterize or preoccupy contemporary French 
thought and society, this course will help students understand French 
society and the French mentality in today’s world. Conducted entirely in French, 
the course is designed to increase students’ ability to speak, read and write in 
French, and improve their aural comprehension. In this course students will 
consider the claims to justice or injustice that have long been used to legitimize 
or contest forms of imprisonment and policing in France. Considering such 
claims from historical, cultural, and theoretical perspectives drawn from 
contemporary newspapers, popular police dramas,film, literature, and 
philosophy, we will explore the tensions between security and liberty mobilized 
by such debates. 

FRENCH 211
(IN)JUSTICE: PRISONS, POLICE, AND THE 

POLITICS OF RESISTANCE IN MODERN FRANCE

Prerequisites: French 202, AP score of 5 or consent of instructor. 

PROFESSOR DOYLE MWF 12-12:50PM
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FRENCH 271
INTRODUCING THE NOVEL

This course will cover novels from the 18th to the 20th century through the study of five 
novels and novellas. In our discussion of these texts, we focus on the representations of 
otherness - through the figure of the stranger or the outsider - and the role of difference, 
especially in terms of race/ethnicity, class, and gender, in shaping the French imaginaire and 
literary canon. In so doing, we study several major literary developments in the history of 
French-language literature, from the philosophical and epistolary novel in the 18th century, 
to Romanticism, Realism, and the Fantastic in the 19th century, and the roman beur and 
migrant Québécois literature in the 20th century. We study how the differences between these 
texts relate to narrative and literary techniques on the one hand, and changing historical and 
cultural contexts on the other. The course privileges the analysis of style, form, language, and 
theme. We also develop the techniques of close reading and detailed critical analysis through 
class discussion and presentations, the creative/reflective assignment, the 
analytical essay, and the final examination.

Prerequisites: French 210 or 211, AP score of 5 in literature, or consent of instructor. 

PROFESSOR LICOPS MWF 11-11:50AM
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FRENCH 277
LITERATURE OF EXISTENTIALISM

This course, taught in English, will serve as an introduction to existentialism, 
which not only defined the literary, philosophical and political culture for French 
intellectuals of the post-war period, but also remain indispensable for an 
understanding of various currents of contemporary literature and culture. We 
shall begin by discussing the philosophical and literary foundations of 
existentialism. Then we will examine the moral, social and political questions 
central to existentialism, as worked out in the fiction, drama, and essays of such 
authors as Sartre, Beauvoir, Beckett, and Fanon. Finally, we will consider the 
extent to which post-existentialist thought and culture may be read as a 
continuation of or as a reaction against existentialism.

No prerequisites.

TAUGHT 
IN 

ENGLISH

PROFESSOR DURHAM LECTURE:  MW 10-10:50A
DISCUSSION:  F 9-9:50A
   F 10-10:50A
   F 3-3:50P
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FRENCH 301
ADVANCED GRAMMAR THROUGH 

FRENCH MEDIA 

Advanced Grammar Through French Media is designed for students who are 
interested in news media and journalism. The purpose of this course is to study, 
understand and practice grammar in context. A variety of authentic documents, 
from newspapers articles to radio interviews, will illustrate and enliven specific 
grammar points. French 301 will help students master the finer points of French 
Grammar while preparing them to communicate competently (in writing and 
orally) in informal and formal situations.

Prerequisites: French 202, or consent of instructor. 

PROFESSOR VIOT-SOUTHARD TTh 11-12:20PM
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This course examines the medieval Mediterranean as site of contact, conflict, 
trade and exchange among Christian and Muslim communities during the High 
Middle Ages (c. 1100-1300). This period saw the first of the violent clashes 
known as the Crusades: an aggressive expansion of western Christian power 
into the Mediterranean, which resulted both in warfare and also in an 
exchange of science, language, technology and art. In this course, we will focus 
in particular on French representations of cultural difference and exchange 
during this period, reading works of epic, romance, lyric poetry and historical 
chronicles. All readings and discussion will be in French.

FRENCH 322
FRANCE AND THE MUSLIM WORLD

Prerequisites: French 271, 272, 273 , or consent of instructor. 

PROFESSOR DAVIS TTH 12:30-1:50PM
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Prerequisites: French 271, 272, 273 , or consent of instructor. 

Focusing primarily on first-person narratives and autobiographical fictions, 
this course will explore how the crises and transformations of narrative form in 
twentieth-century French and Francophone literature and film both expressed 
and helped form new notions of memory and identity, as well as articulating new 
ways of imagining the relationship between collective life and individual 
experience. Authors read will include such writers and filmmakers as André 
Gide, Marcel Proust, Jean-Paul Sartre, Georges Bataille, Assia Djebar, 
Alain Resnais, Michel Leiris and Chris Marker.

FRENCH 360
FROM MODERNISM TO POST MODERNISM: 

EXPERIMENTS IN NARRATIVE FORM

PROFESSOR DURHAM MWF 1-1:50PM
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As scholars including Jameson remind us, mid-to-late 20th century efforts to extend 
dominant economic and cultural models globally have been accompanied by an underside of 
violence and war. Like the attendant military conflicts of our era, the Indochinese War of 
Independence and the American (Vietnam) War that followed it exacted tremendous human 
and environmental tolls, including physical and psychological damage, death, habitat 
destruction, displacement, emigration and resettlement. If the costs of war are not exclusive 
to the Vietnamese experience, that experience was (/is), like all human experience, specific 
to its social and historical moment and to the peoples and lands living through them. In this 
course we will study novels, poetry, and films of the War of Independence and the American 
(Vietnam) War and their aftermaths by writers and filmmakers living in France, the US, and 
Vietnam. Our aims are two-fold. In reading and examining these works closely and 
attentively, we will endeavor to develop together an understanding of how the war-related 
events are narrated and conceptualized therein. Looking forward, at the same time, toward 
our own era, we will also consider what, if anything, these works of art might contribute to 
ongoing efforts to narrate and understand the more recent and ongoing conflicts.

FRENCH 366
LITERATURE AND FILMS OF THE 

WARS IN VIETNAM

Prerequisites: French 271, 272, 273 , or consent of instructor. 

PROFESSOR WINSTON TTh 11:00-12:20PM
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In this course, we will develop and apply a translation methodology to French 
and English texts. We will begin with prose and poetry, then expand our scope to 
graphic novels, the performing arts (theater and opera), cinema, and 
advertising. Translating such a wide variety of texts will familiarize us with 
abstract, idiomatic, highly technical, and colloquial French, and it will enhance 
our cultural and linguistic competence by teaching us to capture intended 
implications, judgements, subtleties and nuances. To complement our 
examination of the issues pertaining to each genre or medium, we will read 
translation theory and criticism, and we will evaluate published translation 
works. Coursework will include regular translation exercises (from French to 
English, and from English to French) and a final project.

FRENCH 391
THEORY AND PRACTICE 

OF TRANSLATION

Prerequisites: French  301, 302, study abroad, or consent of instructor. 

PROFESSOR NGUYEN TTh 2-3:20PM
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